
Letter from the President 
 

 Looking back, we’ve seen a lot of changes in the criminal justice system; from 

the increased pressure to show and maintain transparency, as well as a renewed focus 

on forensic disciplines and their ability to offer scientific analyses to the judicial sys-

tem.  In a recent news release, the Justice Department stated that all federal labs will 

be required to achieve accreditation by 2020 and that all federal prosecutors should 

use accredited labs to process forensic evidence, when practicable.  This push, while 

not federal law, is a step that will promulgate ALL forensic labs to be accredited, fed-

eral or local.  The Nebraska State Patrol Crime Laboratory has been accredited 

through ASCLD/Lab since 2004 and the Douglas County Sheriff’s Office Forensic Ser-

vices Division and the Omaha Police Department Crime Lab are both working to-

wards accreditation.  These are positive steps right here in Nebraska.  
 

 The NEIAI Annual Educational Conference is quickly approaching and will 

be held on April 5-6, 2016 at the Peter Kewitt Lodge in Mahoney State Park (Ashland, 

NE).  This year’s conference will feature an internationally-known forensic specialist 

and educator from Canada, Wade Knapp.  Knapp, a retired detective constable from 

the Toronto Police Service, will provide hands-on workshops and lectures on the nu-

merous aspects of forensic identification.   
 

 In order to continue to provide speakers from out of state like Knapp, as well 

as host the conference at the Peter Kewitt Lodge, the board unanimously voted to in-

crease the cost of the yearly membership (and conference attendance dues) by five dol-

lars bringing the total cost to $35.  The NEIAI Board of Directors strives to provide 

great training at as low cost as possible. 
 

 There are several Board of Directors positions that will be up for election at 

the 2016 conference.  I encourage all NEIAI members who would like to take their par-

ticipation in NEIAI to the next level,  to contact one of the current NEIAI board mem-

bers, advise them of your intent to run for an elected position, and we will ensure that 

your name appears on the ballot.   
 

 Please keep the victims of the past year’s tragedies in your thoughts as we 

move into this new year.  To the men and women that serve our country and to the 

men and women who serve in a law enforcement role in our communities, I personally 

thank you for your dedication to your jobs and am proud to call you colleagues. 
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NEIAI 32nd Annual Educational Conference  

 The NEIAI 32nd Annual Education Conference is scheduled to be held on April 5-6, 2016, at 

the Peter Kewitt Lodge, located at Mahoney State Park in Ashland, NE.  Below is a list of the sched-

uled presentations and workshops you can look forward to each day!  Registration information, sched-

ule, and payment options will be uploaded onto the NEIAI website (see below) soon.  The schedule be-

low may be subject to change/updates/additions so be sure to check the website often for updates! 

    http://www.neiai.org/neiai/views/view.cms?id=1 

 
 

Main Conference Room (April 5, 2016) 
 

 0830-0900 - Welcoming Ceremony (Pam Zilly, NSP Crime Laboratory Director) 

 0900-1030 - FBI Evidence Response Team (LaVone Tienken & Jeff Becker, FBI) 

 1100-1130 - Airport Evidence Preservation (Chief Bob Ziemer, Lincoln Airport Police) 

 1300-1400 - Polygraph Examinations (Vince Hernandez, NSP & Matt Franken, LPD) 

 1400-1600 - Omaha Fire Department Arson Investigations (Dave Sobotka, Jr., OFD) 
 

Workshops and Lectures (Rooms 1 & 2) (April 5, 2016) 

 1300-1500 - Case Study:  Lisa Posluns (Wade Knaap, Canada)  

 1500-1630 - Making a Good Impression (Wade Knaap, Canada)  

 1500-1630 - CSI Scene Scanner (Manny Ramirez, OPD) 

 

Main Conference Room (April 6, 2016) 

 0900-1100 - Science and the Law: The Pursuit of Justice Panel Discussion/Membership Q&A (Hon. 

Karen Flowers, Matt Lierman, State Attorney General’s Office, & Todd Lancaster, NE Commis-

sion on Public Advocacy) 

 1100-1200 - NEIAI Business Meeting/Election of Officers 

 1300-1430 - Money Saving Ideas for CSI (CL Retelsdorf, Douglas Co. Sheriff’s Officer) 

 1430-1600 - Case Study (TBA) 
 

Workshops and Lectures (Rooms 1 & 2) (April 6, 2016) 

 1300-1500 - Thermal Paper Processing (Wade Knaap, Canada) 

 

 

NEIAI will provide morning and afternoon snacks only.  Lunch options will be available at The Lodge 

Restaurant, located in Peter Kewitt Lodge, overlooking the Platte River.  Off-site lunch options are al-

so available a short drive away in Ashland, NE. 

 

 

 

http://www.neiai.org/neiai/views/view.cms?id=1
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NEIAI Board of Directors Elected Positions Available for 2016 

 There are numerous positions for the NEIAI Board of Directors up for election at the upcom-

ing conference.  All Board of Directors terms are held for two years.   Membership who would like to 

take a more active role toward the continuation of a stronger NEIAI are encouraged to run for elec-

tion!  Any interested parties should let a current member of the Board of Directors know of their inten-

tions, as well as the position for which they would like to run, prior to the 2016 annual conference. 
 

Positions up for election are as follows: 
 

 President 

 Secretary-Treasurer 

 Historian 

 Webmaster 

 Board Member At Large (1 of 2) 
 

To learn more about what each of the above Board of Directors positions entails, please refer to the 

NEIAI Constitution and By-Laws (click on the below link): 
 

http://www.neiai.org/neiai/views/view.cms?id=83 

 

For questions/concerns,  please feel free to contact a NEIAI Board Member. 

http://www.neiai.org/neiai/views/view.cms?id=83
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Harold Moon Scholarship Recipient (2016) 

Beginning in 2004, the Nebraska IAI annually awards a $500 scholarship to 

apply toward attendance at the annual International Association for Identifi-

cation (IAI) Educational Conference. 
 

This scholarship is named for Harold W. Moon.  Mr. Moon was one of the 

foremost document examiners in the Midwest and was instrumental in form-

ing the Nebraska Chapter of the IAI (NEIAI).  When the NEIAI was chartered 

on June 14, 1985,  he served as the first elected president. 
 

Last year, the parent body of the IAI celebrated its 100th anniversary, and our 

division awarded $1000 to one recipient  in order to help them attend the IAI 

centennial conference in Sacramento, CA.  Congratulations to Joshua Connel-

ly (Douglas County Sheriff’s Office) the 2015 Harold Moon Scholarship recipi-

ent.  
 

 To qualify for the Harold Moon Scholarship you must: 

 

 Attend the 2016 International Association for Identification Annual Educational Confer-

ence in Cincinnati, Ohio (http://www.theiai.org/conference); 

 Be an active member of the NEIAI; 

 Be a forensic practitioner (i.e. crime scene technician, forensic scientist, officer, etc.); 

 Complete an application form and provide an essay stating your personal and/or depart-

mental training needs; 

 Upon your return from the IAI conference, provide a written synopsis to the NEIAI Board 

of Directors regarding the training you received, overall  conference experience, etc. 

 

For consideration of the 2016 Harold Moon Scholarship to attend the 2016 IAI Educational 

Conference, please send your completed application and essay by March 1, 2016 to: 

 

Nebraska IAI 

Attn: Harold Moon Scholarship 

PO Box 22060 

Lincoln, NE 68542 

 

For more information, please visit www.neiai.org and click on the Harold Moon Scholarship link! 

  

 

 

 

http://www.theiai.org/conference
http://www.neiai.org/
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I would like to express my sincere thanks to the Board of Directors of the NEIAI for being awarded the 

2015 Harold Moon Scholarship. This scholarship allowed me to attend the 100th Annual IAI Confer-

ence held in Sacramento, CA (August 3-7, 2015). 

  

Attendance at the conference allowed me to participate in a historical event and experience the past 

100 years of the Association as well as see the history of how it began, where it’s at today, and where it 

will be in the future.  Observing historically significant artifacts from the fingerprint discipline was 

amazing and the History Museum was nothing short of incredible.  Did you know that in the 50s, Oma-

ha, NE hosted the IAI conference (41st Annual Conference held August 6-9, 1956)?  Neither did I! 

  

I was able to attend several workshops and lectures that greatly benefited me and my department.  

One workshop on complex comparisons has come in handy for me very recently and a lecture on ac-

creditation/technical lead issues has continued to assist me in creating a unit that meets international 

standards.  Another lecture dealt with alternative policies on verifications, consultations, and conflict 

resolutions when two examiners don’t agree with each other.  This was certainly poignant as well (the 

whole accreditation thing!).  I was very fortunate that these lectures and workshops were available this 

year.  

  

I was also able to “assist” in the election of new officers as a result of attending the conference.  The 

Sergeant At Arms, Greg Parkinson, grabbed me at the beginning of the business meeting and “said” I 

was helping out.  Actually, it was a great experience because I was able to hand out ballots and assist in 

the all-important task of counting ballots for this year’s new officers. 

  

In addition to that, I was able to collaborate with other professionals in the fingerprint discipline and 

was asked to serve on a research committee dealing with fingerprint expertise.  I was also appointed to 

serve on the Crime Scene Practices Subcommittee by newly-elected President Bridget Lewis.  Physical 

attendance at this conference has allowed me to network with other respected professionals and re-

searchers in my discipline as well forensics in general.  It has definitely opened up new opportunities 

for me and my department with respect to having an inlet for information from these people to make 

out Unit better as well as have the respect of my peers in the discipline. 

  

Thank you again for the opportunity; it has truly benefited me and my department and will continue to 

do so in the future. 

 

Josh Connelly, CLPE 

Latent Print Examiner III 

Douglas County Sheriff’s Office 

Forensic Services Division 

                  

 

 

2015 Harold Moon Scholarship Recipient/2015 IAI Attendee - Josh Connelly 
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Wade Knaap - NEIAI 2016 Conference Sponsored Lecturer 

 Wade Knaap is a part-time faculty member in the Forensic 

Science Program at The University of Toronto-Mississauga where 

he teaches forensic science and forensic identification related 

courses.  Prior to this, Wade was a Detective Constable with the 

Toronto Police Service and a Forensic Identification Specialist in 

the Forensic Identification Services Unit.  Wade regularly lectures 

and conducts workshops at universities, colleges and conferences 

throughout Canada and the U.S. on forensic development tech-

niques and topics.  He is a past president of The Canadian Identi-

fication Society and a former chair of The Ontario Police College Forensic Advisory Board.  

Knaap is a serving member of the Forensic Advisory Committee at the University of Ontario 

Institute of Technology and teaches a course in applied methods of forensic identification at 

the University of Windsor.  He has been published numerous times in The Journal of Forensic 

Identification, Identification Canada and The RCMP Gazette regarding forensic identification 

concepts.  Wade was also a contributing author in the text book Crime and Measurement: 

Methods in Forensic Investigation.  In 2010 he was honored as a Distinguished Member of The 

International Association for Identification. Since 2012, Wade has been the editor of Identifi-

cation Canada. In 2002-2003, Wade Knaap was the recipient of The Al Waxman Award for 

“Excellence in the Field of Forensic Identification”.   

 

Lisa Posluns Homicide Investigation 
 

 In November 2002, 38 year old victim Lisa Posluns was abducted at knife point from 

her commercial real estate office, handcuffed and taken to a remote area of her office building 

where she was sexually assaulted and murdered.   A former building cleaner, Nelson DeJesus 

was eventually arrested for the murder following an exhaustive forensic investigation.  He was 

subsequently convicted of 1st degree murder.  This case study will focus on the forensic investi-

gation and how it contributed to the overall successful prosecution. 
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Wade Knaap - NEIAI 2016 Conference Sponsored Lecturer 

Making a Good Impression Workshop 

 

This workshop will review a variety of development and preservation techniques for 2D and 

3D fingerprint and footwear evidence. Participants will use chemical development and casting 

materials in this session.  
 

Development-Presentation Techniques may include: 
 

*Iodine fuming 

*Potassium Thiocyanate 

*Bromophenol blue 

*Dye stains (blood) 

*Gel lifters 

*Polyvinylsiloxane 

*Electrostatic dust lifter 

*Dental stone 

 

 

Thermal Paper Processing Workshop 
 

Document examiners and forensic investigators are inundated with techniques to develop la-

tent fingerprint impressions on porous surfaces, specifically paper.  Some of these processing 

techniques are generally accepted while others are considered novel.  Participants in this hands

-on workshop will utilize a variety of processing techniques to develop latent impressions on 

thermal paper.  
 

Development techniques may include: 
 

*Amino acid reagents (DFO, Ninhydrin, Indanedione) 

*Wet vs. Dry Chemistry Techniques 

*Acid fuming 

*Dry heat 

*Steam 

*Magnetic powder 

*Alternate Light Source 

*Post processing stain removal techniques 

*Chemical bath-rinse 

*3m scotch tape 
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NEIAI Photo Contest Guidelines 

 We will once again be holding a photo contest at the annual educational conference!   

 

Photo Contest Categories: 

 

1)  Forensics/Crime Scene/Law Enforcement 

2) Nature/Scenery 

3) People 

4) Animals 

 

Photo Contest Rules/Guidelines: 

 

1) All submissions must be at least 8 x 10 inches in size 

 

2) Photographs may be either in black & white or color 

 

3) Photographs may be either vertical or horizontal 

 

4) Each entrant may submit up to 5 photographs per category for this contest 

      (please make sure you include a title for each photograph) 

 

5) Contest entries MUST be received by mail no later than March 30, 2016 to be eligible      

      for participation. 

 

Mail all photo contest entries to: 

 

Nebraska State Patrol Crime Laboratory 

3977 Air Park Road 

Lincoln, NE 68524 

Attn: Sarah Zarnick 

 

Contact Sarah Zarnick for additional questions/concerns 
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Science and the Law: The Pursuit of Justice Panel Discussion/Q&A 

Science and the Law: The Pursuit of Justice Panel Discussion/Q&A occurring 

in the Peter Kewitt Lodge Main Conference Room on April 6, 2016 (0900-1100).  A 

forensic scientist will serve as the moderator of a conversation-style panel discussion 

between a Nebraska state prosecutor, Nebraska state defense attorney, and a trial 

judge regarding expert witness testimony, challenges to the admissibility of scien-

tific evidence in the courtroom, and professional expectations in a court of law. The 

differing perspectives of the legal panel will provide conference attendees insight in-

to the court’s role as an overseer for the admission of relevant and reliable science 

and expert witnesses.  This will be an open/frank  discussion with the panel actively 

answering questions from the floor from their individual legal perspective.  

 

 Lecture attendees are encouraged to come prepared with any questions they 

may have for this diverse legal panel!  
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The Nebraska Division of the International Association for Identification 

(NEIAI) is a non-profit organization for those professionals engaged in foren-

sic identification, investigation, and scientific examination of physical evi-

dence.  In support of this goal, and in collaboration with our parent organiza-

tion the International Association for Identification (IAI) the NEIAI has these 

goals: 

 To associate persons who are actively engaged in the profession of foren-

sic identification, forensic investigation, forensic education, and the scien-

tific examination of physical evidence in an organized body within the 

State of Nebraska, so that the profession in all of its branches may be 

standardized and effectively and scientifically practiced. 

 To encourage the advancement and improvement of the science of foren-

sic identification and crime detection. 

 To keep its members apprised of the latest techniques and discoveries in 

crime scene detection. 

 To encourage research work in scientific crime detection. 

 To raise the standards of all personnel engaged in scientific crime detec-

tion. 

 To employ the collective wisdom of the profession to advance the scien-

tific techniques of forensic identification and crime detection. 

 To provide training, education and publication in forensic science disci-

plines represented by the Nebraska Division of the International Associa-

tion for Identification. 

 To work closely with the International Association for Identification, in 

furthering the profession of identification generally. 

NEIAI Board of Directors 

The Nebraska Division of the IAI was formed in 1984 at a meeting held at the 

Nebraska Law Enforcement Training Center in Grand Island, and officially 

chartered at the IAI International meeting in Alaska in June 1984.  
 

The first official meeting/conference was at the Nebraska Law Enforcement 

Training Center in Grand Island on November 19-20, 1984. There were ini-

tially 54 charter members and 38 others present at the conference. By Decem-

ber 31, 1984 there were 68 members from 18 Nebraska cities. As of April 

2015, the NEIAI currently has 148 members from Nebraska, Missouri and 

Iowa.   Currently, 41 members of the Nebraska IAI are also members of the 

parent body IAI. 

N.E.I.A.I - PO Box 22060 - Lincoln, NE 68542 

www.neiai.org 

http://www.neiai.org/

